L CORGRIEES 0.7, .-
A DECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
IN GENERAL CONGRESS AsseMBLED.

H E N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolv e 2
;‘ith mui}]‘:i' andl mhnﬂ'ume ;mong 11{],“|‘ l:;:}m“]?rotht Ear{h, the fe aria:te ’"dd=qfr.'i\l;Strlt.::iol:m;:c:::}ﬁﬂds:‘l:ehtrwl.su;:‘ ‘i%::f?'d t:l]m;-
Jature's entitle them, a decent Re to the Opini s ¢ and o
2 {H Scpamiﬁm_ : 2 P e 5 of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
Ve hold thefe Truaths to be felf-svident, that all Men are created equal, - 1
unalienable Rights, that among thefc are Life, Liberty, -and the Purfuit o? H,‘pp;trl.l,:[i_t.hf{hf:t: r;:t:l::r:hgi ;l’ic’l’ Creator with certain
inftituted among Men, deriving their juft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government be ghts, Govc_mmcms are
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolith it, and- to inftitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch T(;qme_s deflructive of fh_=f¢
its Powers in fuch Form, &s to them fhall feem moft likely to effe® their Safety and Happinefs. Pradliice. dndesd. Wik Aiciradl "“81’]“9’ and organizing
1ablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that Ni'-mkind :m:a B szmrrlmcnts' long cl~
Yovils are fufferable, thah to right themiclves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of ‘.\I::;:c Igu{;d io ﬁfﬁcr. w}".]‘
ing invariably the fame Objedt, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Befpotifim, it is their Right, it is e T it Ex e o furpations, purfu-
and to provide newe Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies ; and fuch is ;';w th l.I?Iw OIT fep ey
them to alter their former S{ﬁcms of Government. ‘The Hiftory of the prefeut King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of ' repeated ]:1_ ceeffity which conftrains
having in direct Objed the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Faéts be fubmitted to P d'dl {;,”cg and Ufurpations, all
e has refufed his Afient to Laws, the moft wl}olcfomc and neceffiry for the public Good. LAt g,
He has forbidden his Governors to pals Laws o immediate and prefling Importance, u J : o e g
and when o fufpended, he has uner})'Prl'J%:‘ﬂAcd to a!l:;ld to lh:m.P S nlefs fufpended in their Operation till his Affent fhould be obtained ;
e has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of Peaple, unlefs : Y :
the Legiflature, a l{ight ineﬂin‘iablt tﬁ;ilwm, a;.tll fmmi.da::!e o T)'mg:ls only. P lefs thofe People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative ies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diltant fro : .
fatiguing the;in in:osCompli:%ce wiﬂi h;l‘s Mcal’ur:;i g . ] ! xn the Depolfitory of their public Records, for the ol Purpofe of
e has difiolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on t ;s
He has refufed for afiong Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to b{ ele@ed 5 whereby the LCg?ffag\:EhI;i:ig’Ei?':p'kl;l £ Annihilati
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f'mm"wﬂ"' =% ;"'h'm“’"‘ h‘“_" ICA
e has endeavourad to prevent the Population of thefe States 5 for that Purpofe obfiruting the Laws for Naturalization of F iz mu:.l o e
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. oreigners ; refufing to pafs others
He has obftruted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Aflent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and p,.,.mm;o; their Salari
e has erefted 2 Multitude of new Offices, and ient hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their 5‘ bit aired
e has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armics, without the confent of our Legiflatures. i
He has ai{tcd to render the Mi{l‘i:ry independent of and fl:_pcrior to the Civil Power. >
He has combined with others to fubjeét us to a Jurifdiftion oreign to our Conftituti racknowleda o ik A 2
pretended Legiflation : ! J & tion, and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Affent to their Adts of
For quartering large Bodies of J\}:n'}cd Tr;::ops among us ¥ i
For proteting them, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders which they fhould commi = .
For c]:‘mling off our Trade with all Parts of the World : : 4 mmit on the Inhabitants of thee States :
For impoling Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us bcyonlc{cScas;u be tr‘}hedeor pretended Oﬂ‘:nu&:"
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englifh Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therei . 5 . e 5
as to render it at once an E)I?-’lmple and ﬁ% Inftrument for im’mducingglhe fame abfolute I(-.;]% ir:to ;1}?5: é-:)t:’:,l,::g .Govcrnm,n[, and enlarging its Boundariss, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of e Covernmesnts
Vor fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themielves invelted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes “Ih“,rnm.m; :
H & has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Proteftion and waging War againit us. ALlocyen:
11 has plundered our Scas{, ravaged our Coalts, hu;nt our Towns, and deftrayed the Lives of our ngle'
e is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armics of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of ; - = : i
cumftances of Cruelty and l’.:ir)gdy, fmr{.%;_\r paralleled in the moft barbarous ﬂgez and totally Unwor?l-f;t[];e ?l‘::ﬂa:;:,cia\ﬁﬁzidﬂr?n?' already begun with cir-
H & has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms again(t their Country, to become the Exe .uapon. F thei 4
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. % xecutioners of their Friends and
H e has excited domeftic Infurrections among(t us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabi Frontiers - .
Jenown Rule of Warfare, is an undiflinguithed écﬂm&ion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. sbitants of our Froatiers, . the mercilefh Indian Savagey, - whofe
Ix every flage of thefe Oppraeffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Ou, iti ;
ed ]njary.y A Prince, whole Character is thus marked by every a&t which may define a Tyrant, is unl?t t; rl:fi?f{r]?r“:\?'?;;::ﬁ:zgc? .'anl'wmd oRlp Ly tepeal
N'o® have we been wanting in Attentions to vur Britith Brethren.  We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts by lhp‘hL" il
nunwarrantable juriﬁlilé‘.ian overus. We have reminded them of the Circumilances of cur Emigration and Settlement here P\V,,)]n:.m ‘g} 13tdun: lc:){tcnd an
Tuftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common: Kindred to difavow thefe Ulurpations, which \;-U':,E{pip‘:‘.-e‘.b;o SablE BRI
Conneftians and Corrc_l'pand:nce. They too have been dexf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We mutt, therefore, :;c uiefiy A ]i .N y"'}!"""?f e
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemiesin War, in Peace, Friends. T sicggiesEam Ras Becehiy miugh
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATESOF AMERICA, in Generatr Cown
sealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Re&itude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the g doph clk Ea Aﬂ'uml;!c‘d, =P
emnly Pablith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FreE anp INDEPEND LP':DT gf\p e of thefe Colonics, fo-
s-:bl'olvcd from all Allug.i:mc: to the Britith Crown, and that all political Connedtion between them and the State of GF&Bt-Brimin isTa:dT E_;; ﬂ!:"'_t they b
folved ; and thatss Frre ano INDEPENDENT ST ATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, ’mnm&’“i’“:_“’ f‘”“‘lf‘ljl-
Commerce, and to doall o:!):r A%sand Things which INDEPENDEN T Sr ATESs mayofrightdo.  Andfor the fi R t f hi il
firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutvally pledge toeach other cur'lLives, sur Fortunesy and our ﬁL:reduIF;L:;ro thigiDeclardion, gtk a

Signed by ORpER asd in BEnavrr of the CoNGREss,
JOHN HANC 3
ATTEST. OCK; PRESIDENT.

CHARLES THOMSON, SEcrRETARY.
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BROADSIDE oF THE DECLARATION orF INDEPENDENCE BY JOHN DUNLAP
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