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Rare Objects from American Revolution Center Collection  

On Display Through Loans to Historic Mount Vernon and  

the National Constitution Center 

 

May 19, 2011, Philadelphia, PA–The American Revolution Center has loaned over 

thirty firearms, edged weapons and other military equipment from the Revolutionary 

War to George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens for a three-year 

exhibit titled Tools of War.  The exhibit opened May 2, 2011 in the Gordon V. and 

Helen C. Smith Foundation Gallery at Mount Vernon’s Donald W. Reynolds 

Education Center. In addition, an important group of historic firearms and edged 

weapons from the Center’s collection are on display as part of Mount Vernon’s 

national traveling exhibition, Discover the Real George Washington: New Views from 

Mount Vernon.  

 

Tools of War explores the forces, training and weapons that General Washington 

employed in the American War of Independence (1775-1783) and highlights the 

difficulties he overcame in creating an effective fighting force that defeated one of the 

world’s most powerful armies. By understanding how military weaponry, discipline, 

and strategy factored into Washington’s leadership, Tools of War sheds light on the 

long military struggle to secure American Independence. 

 

Discover the Real George Washington: New Views from Mount Vernon is currently on 

display at the Minnesota History Center and will travel to Philadelphia’s National 

Constitution Center for exhibition this summer (July 1 – September 5). As a preview 

to the summer exhibition, the National Constitution Center is displaying items on 

loan from the American Revolution Center that highlight George Washington's 

connections with Philadelphia and the surrounding region.  These include two silver 

camp cups made for General Washington by Philadelphia silversmith Edmund Milne 

in August 1777; an interior door handle from the "President's House," the home at 

Sixth and Market Streets that served as the executive mansion for the first two 

presidents of the United States, George Washington and John Adams; and a pair of 

gilt brass earrings that according to family tradition belonged to an enslaved woman 

at Mount Vernon. 



 
 

 

Dr. Bruce Cole, President of The American Revolution Center, said: “As we move 

forward to build The Museum of the American Revolution, we are pleased to loan 

these important objects to these distinguished institutions where they can be seen by 

the public and used to educate our citizens about the American Revolution.” 

  

About The American Revolution Center 

The American Revolution Center is a non-partisan, not-for-profit (501(c)(3) 

organization dedicated to engaging the public in the history and enduring legacy of 

the American Revolution. The American Revolution Center owns a distinguished 

collection of objects, artifacts and manuscripts, and is working to establish a living 

memorial to the American Revolution—The Museum of the American Revolution. The 

Museum will be built in historic Philadelphia, just steps from Independence Hall and 

the Liberty Bell. For more information, please visit 

www.AmericanRevolutionCenter.org or call toll free, 877-740-1776. 

 

About Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens 

Since 1860, over 80 million visitors have made George Washington’s Mount Vernon 

Estate & Gardens the most popular historic home in America.  Through thought-

provoking tours, entertaining events, and stimulating educational programs on the 

Estate and in classrooms across the nation, Mount Vernon strives to preserve George 

Washington’s place in history as “First in War, First in Peace, and First in the Hearts 

of His Countrymen.”  Mount Vernon is owned and operated by the Mount Vernon 

Ladies’ Association, America’s oldest national preservation organization, founded in 

1853.  A picturesque drive to the southern end of the scenic George Washington 

Memorial Parkway, Mount Vernon is located just 16 miles from the nation’s capital.  

Please visit www.MountVernon.org for more information. 

 

About The National Constitution Center  

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated 

to increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values 

it represents.  The Center serves as a museum, an education center, and a forum for 

debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells the story of the 

Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 

interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising.”  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves 

as the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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