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Liberty or Death: Relics from the American Revolution 
An Exhibition at Sotheby's New York in Collaboration with the  

Museum of the American Revolution 
  

June 6, 2013, Philadelphia--The Museum of the American Revolution is pleased to partner with 
Sotheby's New York to present Liberty or Death: Relics from the American Revolution. The exhibition 
features objects on loan from the Museum of the American Revolution's collection as well as items 
for sale by Sotheby's. Opening hours are Monday - Saturday 10 am - 5pm and Sunday 1 pm - 5pm 
through June 28, 2013 excluding June 15, 16, 21 and 22. 
  
"We are delighted to collaborate with Sotheby's to display these great treasures from our collection. 
Through this exhibition, people now have a rare opportunity to view these relics as they await 
display in the new Museum of the American Revolution," said Michael C. Quinn, President and CEO 
of the Museum of the American Revolution.  
  
Among the items from the Museum's collection that are now on 
display is the distinctive, thirteen-star, blue silk standard, circa 
1777 - 1783 that marked the presence of the Commander-in-Chief 
on the battlefield and in headquarters. This rectangular standard 
has been known for more than a century as George Washington's 
Headquarters flag. It descended in the family of Washington's 
sister, Betty Washington Lewis, whose son George served as an 
officer in the Commander-in-Chief's guard. 

 
Also on loan are two original silver 
camp cups from George Washington's military field equipment with 
commemorative inscriptions. The original set of twelve cups, used to 
serve wine to aides and guests at the General's table, were made in 
the shop of Philadelphia silversmith Edmund Milne in August 1777. 
 
Sotheby's selling exhibition includes a rare contemporary printing of 
the Declaration of Independence, the official printing for 
Massachusetts Bay, and a fine and rare engraved powder horn from 

March 22, 1770, owned by Jonathan Leonard Jr. (February 17, 1763 - January 25, 1849), a soldier in 
the American Revolution. The unique phrase, "Britain to Washington Shall Yield, Freedom Shall 
Triumph in the Field," is engraved on the horn, paraphrased from the last verse of the highly 
popular song of the time, Great News from the Jerseys. Also included in the sale is the William 
Schuyler American horseman saber with figured maple grip, eagle pommel and original leather 
scabbard circa 1778 - 1790.  

http://www.amrevmuseum.org/
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2013/revolutionary-war-selling-exhibition-n08993/overview.html
http://www.americanrevolutioncenter.org/collection/browse
http://www.amrevmuseum.org/


  
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
 
 Visit: www.amrevmuseum.org 
Follow: www.twitter.com/AmRevMuseum 
Join: www.facebook.com/AmRevMuseum 
Watch: www.youtube.com/AmRevCen 
Download the free iPad App from iTunes 
 
The Museum of the American Revolution will tell the complete story of the American Revolution. To 
be built in historic Philadelphia, just steps from Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell, the 
museum will feature a distinguished collection of objects, artifacts, artwork, and manuscripts from 
the period of the American Revolution that will bring to life the original "greatest generation" and 
engage people in the history and continuing relevance of the American Revolution.  
  
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SOTHEBY'S 
 
Visit: www.sothebys.com/en/inside/services/press/news/news.html 
Follow: www.twitter.com/sothebys 
Join: www.facebook.com/sothebys & www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong 
Watch: www.youtube.com/sothebys 
 
Sotheby's has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby's became 
the first international auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to 
conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973) and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction 
house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby's presents auctions in eight different salesrooms, including 
New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby's BidNow program allows visitors to view all 
auctions live online and place bids in real-time from anywhere in the world. Sotheby's offers 
collectors the resources of Sotheby's Financial Services, the world's only full-service art financing 
company, as well as private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery 
arm of Sotheby's Contemporary Art department, as well as Sotheby's Diamonds and Sotheby's 
Wine. Sotheby's has a global network of 90 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange (BID). Estimates do not include buyer's premium and prices 
achieved include the hammer price plus buyer's premium.  
  
Images are available upon request.  
All catalogues are available online at www.sothebys.com or through Sotheby's Catalogue iPad App. 
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