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WHICH SIDE? 
Speech from Stockbridge leader Solomon Wa-haun-wan-wau-meet to the Provincial Congress meeting  

in Concord, 1775:

“Brothers: You remember when you first came over the great waters, I was great and you was 

very little … I then took you in for a friend, and kept you under my arms, so that no one might 

injure you.” But since then, “our conditions are changed. You are become great and tall … and I 

am become small … Now you take care of me, and I look to you for protection.” Depend upon it, 

we are true to you, and mean to join you. Wherever you go, we will be by your sides. Our bones 

shall lie with yours. We are determined never to be at peace with the red coats, while they are at 

variance with you.”

Letter from the Oneida Chiefs Sughnagevrat, Jimmey, Aghshinhare, Tigawi, Tekeongo, and Kaghneghlories 

to General Philip Schuyler, November 25, 1776:

“Brothers, Your resolutions are very surprising; where is there any one or body of men to be 

compared to the King. As for Gen Schuyler (and the other Commanders) of whom you boast 

so much, what is he? He was born yesterday; just now as it were, started up out of the ground, 

and tomorrow will return into the earth whence he came… He has no men, guns, cannon, and 

ammunition or clothing, and should he survive the summer, he must perish by the cold next 

winter for want of blankets. But the King wants neither men nor money; there is no computing 

his numbers.”

Letter from Captain Eleazer Curtis to General Philip Schuyler, March 10, 1776:

“the people [the colonists] who conversed with them [the Indians] at the latter council were very 

deceitful, and fear should they overcome the Kings Troops they would directly turn their forces 

against the Inidans. He [the unnamed Cayuga Sachem] observed that White People were not to 

be depended upon.” 

Warriors from the Oneida Nation in response to the Boston Council, February 1777:

“The Oneida Nation consider ourselves in one and the same situation with our American 

Brethren.. We therefore rejoice to see you beginning to rise and that God has taught you to 

make many things… Our Sachems..suspect that our American Brethren have not behaved 

valiantly in the field, have not equalled their enemy. Brothers we have now the pleasure to tell 

you that one part of our business is answered; we have seen with admiration and to our great joy 

that you are warriors.”
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Letter written by Joseph Brant, May 31, 1776:

“I have no news to tell you at present, only what happen last year, we lost thirteen Indians by the 

rebels (the colonists). I hope we will have our satisfaction some way.”

Letter written by John Butler, an agent for the British, 1775:

“Your Father the Great King has taken pity on you and is determined not to let the Americans 

deceive you any longer….They mean to cheat you and should you be so silly as to take their 

advice and they should conquer the King’s Army, their intention is to take all your Lands from 

you and destroy your people, for they are all mad, foolish, crazy, and full of deceit.”

Mary Jemison, married to a Seneca warrior Hiokatoo. (A Narrative of the Life of Mary Jemison), 1824:

“That the King was rich and powerful, both in money and subjects: That his rum was as plenty as 

the water in lake Ontario: that his men were as numerous as the sands upon the lake shore: — 

and that the Indians, if they would assist in the war, and persevere in their friendship to the King, 

till it was closed, [they] should never want for money or goods. Upon this the Chiefs concluded a 

treaty with the British Commissioners, in which they agreed to take up arms against the rebels.”
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