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UNIT 7 WORKSHEET

DEDICATING A MONUMENT 
When monuments are finished being built, there is usually a dedication ceremony to introduce and celebrate the 

structure. These events explain the importance of the monument, what or who is being honored, and call attention  

to the groups who funded it. A dedication ceremony allows those involved in the creation of the monument to  

explain to the public why it is important to honor the person or event. Sometimes, important politicians or historians  

are invited to give the dedication speech.

PART 1   

Summarize the following excerpts from historical dedication speeches in your own words.

Dedication Speech for the Unveiling of the Bunker Hill Monument, Boston National Historical Park.  

Boston, Massachusetts

June 17, 1843 

Daniel Webster (U.S. Congressman from 1813-1817)

“Under the influence of this rapidly increasing knowledge, the people have begun, in all forms of 

government, to think, and to reason, on affairs of state. Regarding government as an institution for the 

public good, they demand a knowledge of its operations, and a participation in its exercise. A call for 

the representative system, wherever it is not enjoyed, and where there is already intelligence enough to 

estimate its value, is perseveringly made. Where men may speak out, they demand it; where the bayonet is 

at their throats, they pray for it…”

Cornerstone Laying Ceremony for the Saratoga Monument, Saratoga National Historical Park. Saratoga, New York

October 18, 1877 

Horatio Seymour (Governor of NY in 1853 and 1863) and George William Curtis (writer and public speaker who  

openly defended African American equality and civil rights).

“Before the Revolution the people of the several colonies held but little intercourse. They were estranged 

from each other by distance, by sectional prejudices, by differences of lineage and religious creeds. But 

when the men of Virginia went to Massachusetts to rescue Boston, when the men of the East and South 

battled side by side with those from the Middle States, when Greene and Lincoln went to the relief of the 

Southern colonies, all prejudices not only died away, but more than fraternal love animated every patriotic 

heart from the bleak forests of New England to the milder airs of Georgia. And now that a hundred years 

have passed, and our country has become great beyond the wildest dreams of our fathers, will not the 

story of their sufferings revive in the breast of all the love of our country, of our common country, and all 

who live within its boundaries?”
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Dedication Speech for the Unveiling of the National Memorial Arch, Valley Forge National Historical Park.  

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania

June 19, 1917 

Martin C. Brumbaugh (Governor of Pennsylvania from 1915-1919)

“The fragmentary groups of Colonials that gathered here in 1777 had been defeated, disorganized, but not 

discouraged. They knew that life and liberty and the pursuit in peace of happy careers could be theirs 

only if successful. They willingly staked on the issue their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor, and 

under effective leadership, they were here molded into an efficient army and into a national spirit. The 

Constitution of the Union was born in the huts of Valley Forge.”

Dedication Speech for the Princeton Battle Monument. Princeton, New Jersey

June 9, 1922 

President Warren G. Harding (President of the United States from 1921-1923)

“It is not often that the precise importance and significance of a particular military detail can be so 

accurately appraised, as it can regarding the midwinter campaign of Trenton-Princeton. The promulgation 

of the Declaration of Independence had moved the British authorities to especially determined efforts for 

quick suppression of the revolution. To them it was vitally important that the fires of revolt be smothered 

before the new feeling of nationality had risen to make the Colonists realize the substantial unity of their 

cause and their interests. The strategy of the British invasion of New Jersey has been bitterly criticised 

many times, but it must always be remembered that there is an intimate relationship between political 

conditions and military operations, and that in this case the political situation was certain to depend 

very greatly on military developments. The destruction of Washington's army would almost have snuffed 

out the revolution. It would have given a demonstration of the overwhelming preponderance of British 

power, which even the most stout-hearted patriot would have found difficult to deny. On the other hand, 

Washington perceived both the military and the political opportunity presented to him in the disposition 

of the enemy's forces. There was a desperate chance to win a telling victory which would convert the New 

Jersey campaign into a disaster for the enemy; and there was also the possibility of winning a political 

victory by demonstrating the capacity of American leadership and American soldiers to outwit and 

outfight veterans of European battlefields.”
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PART 2   

Answer the following questions below:

1. What do these dedication speeches have in common? 

2. How do these speeches reflect the time periods in which they were delivered?

3. If you attended one of these dedication ceremonies, how would these words have made you feel?

PART 3   

Create your own dedication! 

Research one of the following monuments (or others you find) in order to create a dedication speech as if the monument 

was being dedicated today. In your speech, consider why you chose this specific monument to dedicate. Why is honoring 

your person/group as important to us today as it was at the time the monument was originally dedicated?

Sample of Monuments Dedicated to Veterans of the Revolutionary War:

DEDICATING A MONUMENT

Women

Bryan Station Monument (1896)

Margaret Corbin Monument (1909)

Molly Pitcher Statue (1916)

Soldiers of African descent

Valley Forge Patriots of African Descent 

Monument (1993)

Battle of Pines Bridge Monument (2018) 

Foreign Soldiers and Officers

Marquis de Lafayette Monument (1891)

James Stuart Monument (1896)

Tadeusz Kosciuszko Monument (1910)

Crown Forces Monument (2006) 

Native Americans

Chief Nimham Memorial (1906)
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